
6. Our financial support 
 

 

 

Specific projects should first be brought to the diaconate for their approval. If 
financial support is involved this should come from the funds set aside in the 
church budget for mission. Financial support for anyone going into mission will 
be considered on a case-by-case basis. No financial support will be offered 
without the agreement of a church meeting (If required). 

7. Our communication support 

It is very important to keep in touch with any missionary on the field. To 
encourage them, assure them that the church is praying for them, and to 
keep them up to date with what is happening in the church at home. 

It is also essential that the missionary communicates and keeps in touch with 
their home church on a regular basis to inform us of how the work is going 
and of any changes. This means prayer will be up to date and meaningful. 

The missionary should have a link person (or a small group) representing the 
home church who would be responsible for keeping in touch, not only for 
prayer requests but also to remember birthdays and send Christmas gifts. 

8. Mission Team 

Our Purpose Statement 

To raise awareness of and stimulate participation in missionary endeavours 

- The Mission Team should consist of 5-6 members, including a deacon 

- Children's ministries, youth and other groups should be represented 

- The team needs to include a mix of ages and genders 
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BEING A SENDING CHURCH 

This document has been put together as a set of guidelines regarding Eastleigh 

Baptist Church’s commitment to global mission and how we seek to encourage 

and enable members to consider and experience both short-term and long-term 

mission opportunities. 

1. Our vision 

The Great Commission is for all of us. 

"Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on  
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and  
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end  
of the age.”      Matthew 28:18-20 
 

"at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth  
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.”   Philippians. 2:10,11 

 
We recognise we have a local mission focus here in Eastleigh where we live 

and work and we have a wider global mission focus where we support those 
who God has called to work further afield. 

Each year the church will aim to educate and challenge people into different 
kinds of mission at home and abroad. For example we currently support the 
mission work of Wells Place Centre, Street Pastors, Eastleigh Basics Bank, 
Safe Choices and CAP locally, BU Home Mission and globally BMS World 
Mission, Compassion and the Brazilian Orphanage.  



2. Our commitment 

Eastleigh Baptist Church is committed to: 

- encouraging all church members and regular attendees 
 to view all they do as an opportunity for mission 

- promoting mission locally, nationally and across the world 
 and recognising this is an integral part of God's work 

- providing opportunities for members to become directly 
 involved in local and world mission 

- supporting members in mission work in the UK or 
 overseas, both long and short term and those in training 
 for such work 

- identifying church members whom God may be calling 
 into mission 

- providing pastoral care and other support to all those 
 called to mission alongside their mission agencies 

- being well co-ordinated in its missionary endeavours 

 
3. Our praying 

People should be encouraged to attend the monthly time of prayer 
for mission and to use the weekly prayer sheet. 

Prayer for mission should be part of the Sunday services and a  
regular part of small group meetings. 
 

 
4. Our recognition of those called to mission 

Church Members who feel a sense of calling to either short or long term 
mission, at home or abroad, would alongside the church refer to the 
following guidelines. The church needs to prayerfully decide if that person 
is able and suitable for the task. 

The Church, through the leaders, needs to identify those members whom 
God is calling to specific long term mission work. 

 

The person would: 

- have a clear sense of calling 
- have shown a clear commitment to Eastleigh Baptist Church 
- have a recognised gifting for the role 
- be associated with a mission society committed to an evangelical     

 basis of faith 

 

The person would have informal talks initially with the senior minister and 
the diaconate, followed by discussion with a mission society. If these talks 
are satisfactory then the calling is brought to the church meeting and an 
almost unanimous approval looked for. 

If approval is reached, application to the mission society can go ahead. 

If people come into church membership and they are already involved in 
mission work, this should continue provided they fulfil the above criteria. 

5. Our short-term mission opportunities 

The church will regularly consider sending mission teams on short term 
mission to various locations around the world in order to give people an 
opportunity to experience mission. 

These teams will be lead by competent and recognised leaders designated 
by the diaconate. 

Individuals will be free to apply to be part of the team and will share the 
responsibility with the church of funding or helping to raise the funds 
required to send each team. 

People who want to join an organisation for a short term mission on their 
own should be encouraged to first approach the church leaders. 

We will also host mission teams as the opportunity arises - such as BMS 
Action Teams. 
 


